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Introduction
Interstate 70 (I-70) travels through the “heartland” of America. It 
carries regional, national and international commodities between the 
east and west coasts. It supports and serves commerce, business, 
industry, and the people of our nation. 

A little more than a year ago, the Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio 
Departments of Transportation (DOTs) came together to discuss and 
understand our shared transportation issues and needs, and to develop 
a multistate vision for the I-70 Corridor and our states. Our shared 
goal is to reduce congestion and improve safety on the Corridor and, 
thereby, improve commerce and expand economic growth to our 
region. Our vision is to accomplish this by developing a dedicated 
truck-only lane (TOL) Corridor along the approximate 800 miles of 
I-70 that crosses our four states. The new I-70 Corridor will be a true 
“Corridor of the Future.” 

A dedicated TOLs corridor of this length can be designed to 
accommodate long-haul trucks with larger, heavier loads, 
potentially traveling at higher speeds than current standards 
permit, without the need to deal with conflicting state truck size 
and weight standards. 

Such a Corridor could attract long-haul truck traffic from 
congested parallel Corridors such as I-80 and I-40.

Its location, south of I-80 and out of the “lake-effect snow belt,” 
could also increase its attractiveness as an alternative east-west 
corridor.

A unified Corridor of this length, designed in concert with truck 
staging areas and rail intermodal linkages such facilities under 
development in Kansas City, Missouri, and the Rickenbacker 
Intermodal facility in Columbus, Ohio, will facilitate freight 
transfers by enabling larger freight loads to be transferred for 
long distances, more efficiently. 

Such a Corridor could provide an intermodal option for time-
sensitive long distance east-west rail freight to avoid rail 
bottlenecks in Chicago.

A separated truck and passenger Corridor will provide safer and 
more efficient movement of goods and reduce truck/passenger 
car crashes. 

•

•

•

•

•

•
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It will make existing I-70 a more attractive route for passenger vehicles, and will 
reduce congestion regionally by attracting passenger vehicles from congested parallel 
routes.

The segregation of trucks and passenger vehicles, and the application of new freight 
accommodations, presents unique financing options for this Corridor. 

It enables unique private sector investment incentives.

By allowing for the segregation of trucks for such a long distance, the Corridor 
can continue to serve for many years to come as a testing ground for new evolving 
trucking technologies, electronic traffic management, and freight movement that 
have not yet been conceived. 

The new I-70 Corridor will be a true “Corridor of the Future.”

The timing is perfect to begin the development of TOLs on the I-70 Corridor. It is one 
of the first segments of the interstate to be built. Many segments are being evaluated 
for major rehabilitation. It is congested in urban areas, but no so overdeveloped as to 
preclude cost-effective improvements. The U.S. freight industries are in need of a means 
to further improve efficiencies in order to remain competitive in the global marketplace. 
Waiting would cause this grand opportunity to be missed. 

The Missouri, Illinois, Indiana and Ohio DOTs will work with the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) and in continued consultation with the American Transportation 
Research Institute (ATRI) and partners in the American Trucking Associations (ATA) 
Federation and Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) along the Corridor in engaging 
industrial freight shippers, information technology transportation researchers, and the rail 
and container shipping industries that provide and receive truck freight. The input of all 
stakeholders in the freight industry will be considered in the design and development of 
the I-70 TOLs “Corridor of the Future.”

Application Overview
This Phase 2 Application for the Corridor of the Future Program (CFP) discusses the 
national significance of the I-70 Corridor as a critical trade route; presents facts detailing 
the need to reduce congestion now and in the future along this corridor; and describes 
and discusses the innovative solution that will improve the flow of goods and enhance 
the quality of life for U.S. citizens. This Phase 2 Application includes three sections that 
address the nine issues presented in the September 5, 2006 Federal Register Notice. The 
sections include:

Section 1 - Clear Need: Addresses Application issue 1 - Physical Description. 
It includes a corridor description, national state and local corridor profile, and 
projections. 

•

•

•

•

•

•



i-3Phase II Application – Interstate 70 – Corridors of the Future

Section 2 - Clear Solution: Presents a description of the proposed dedicated TOLs 
including conceptual designs. It discusses why this solution has merit, addressing 
specifically Application issues 2 - Congestion Reduction; 3 - Mobility Improvements; 4 
- Economic Benefit; and 5 - Value to Corridor Users.

Section 3 – Clear Path to Success: Describes innovative and alternative approaches 
to making the vision a reality. It addresses Application issues 6 - Innovations in Project 
Delivery and Finance; 7- Exceptional Environmental Stewardship; 8 - Finance Plan 
and Potential Private Sector Participation; and 9 - Proposed Project Timeline. It also 
presents planning level cost estimates for Corridor construction.

The application includes four appendices. Appendix A presents letters of support from 
partners in the ATA Federation from the participating states, MPOs, and other stakeholders 
along the corridor. Appendix B provides information on contacts made with neighboring 
states on the I-70 Corridor. Appendix C presents examples of environmental stewardship/
streamlining that may be used during the development of this project. Appendix D 
presents the cost estimate assumptions and calculations. 

•

•
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